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Haifa. 
No.30. iE. 8673 8th June, 1948. 
= 28 JUN 1988 


I have the ‘hcoaee to invite reference to 
my Despatch No.24 of 14th June,1948, with which 
I sent some biographies of Jewish leaders, and 
to report that I had some difficulty in identi- 
fying the various organisations to which these 
persons belonged. I have accordingly had drawn 
up a directory to these organisations, and 
enclose a copy which I hope to bring up to date 
as opportunity offers. 


Ze I have sent a copy of this Despatch to 
Sir Hugh Dow. 


i have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 


Sir, 


Your most obedient,humble servant, 


C.Marriott. 


His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, 
for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1l. 
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AGUDAT Israel. 


The Agudat Israel is an organisation representing a con- 
siderable congregation of orthodox Jews who have been established 
for aes in Palestine, wainly in Jerusalem, Tiberias and 
Safad. Exact figures of their present nwaber are not available; 
an approximate estimate gives 32,000 of whom 23,000 are over l 
years of age. They are part of a world organisation of orthodox 
Jews known as the world Central Agudat Israel. 


Zs Although recently the organisation has begun to support 
Zionist policy in regard to immigration and the settlement of Jews 
in Palestine, the members hold in general the belief that the re- 
establishment of the Jews in Palestine will be accomplished by God 
in His own time without help from man. They do not form part of 
the official Jewish community, althouzh, in doctrine, they are not 
in any fundamental respect ag variance with Jews beloging to that 
community. Both are governed by Biblical precept and post-biblical 
exegesis; both order their religious lives unquestioningly by the 
authority of the Shuichan Aruch (The Set Table) which is the Jewish 
code of conduct, embodying rescripts in civil and criminal matters 
as well as in ritual practice and ceremonial, compiled by the me- 
dieval rabbinical legislator, Joseph Karo of Safad. The sanctions 
of this code are undisputed in Jewry, and are acknowledged alike 
by the orthodox Jews of the Vadd Leumi as well as by the orthodox 
Jews belonging to the agudat israel. Indeed, there is among the 
membership of the Vaad Leumi a body of strictly observant Jews far 
outnuinbering the Agudat Israel and including the Mizrahi Jews who, 
like the Agudat Israel, are guided in all their undertakings in 
Palestine by the Torah (Holy Writ) alone; and, in form, there are 
greater divergencies in liturgy and ritual between the Sephardic 
Jews within the Vaad Leumi'ts community and the Ashkenazic Jews 
generally within our without it than there exist between the Ash- 
kenaciz Jews of that community and the Ashkenazic Jews who form 
the Agudat Israel. 


2, In article 83 of the Palestine Order in Council of 1922 

it was declared that "all persons in Palestine shall enjoy full 
liberty of conscience and the free exercise of their forms of wor- 
ship subject only to the maintenance of public order and morals", 

In accordance with this principle ‘the Jewish Community Rules of 

1927 made provision whereby any person may "opt out" of the official 
community recognised by Government under the <eligious Communities 
(Organisations)Ordinance of 1926. The members of the Aguda -'- 

have “opted out" accordingly. In the past the organisation has made 
applications to Government for recognition as a separate community 
under the Ordinance of 1926, with powers to tax its members and 
authority over them in matters of personal status. The policy of 
Government has been and still remains the furtherance of unity 

among the several congregations in the Jewish comunity and the 
applications of the Agudat Israel for recognition as a separate 
community have not therefore been agreed to. In 1935 discussions 
were held between the Agudat Israel and the Vaad Leumi, at the in- 
stance of Government, with a view to exploring the practicability 
of their combination into a comprehensive Jewish comaunity with 

such adjustments to the Jewish Comunity Rules as wight ne necessi- 
tated by differences in religious forms. Proposals were formulated 
by the Vaad Leumi which, it was hoped, would meet the demands of the 
Agudat Israel. These proposals give expression to the idea of two 


-'- In Hebrew the suffix "t" is used only in the amstruct state. 
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communal organs, one for lay (including political, economic and 
social)affairs and the other for religious affairs, the consti- 
tution of the latter to be founded exclusively on orthodox prin- 
ciples and orthodox uembership. Provision was also made in these 
proposals for the due maintenance out of communal funds of schools, 
such as those of the Agudat Israel in which the education is purely 
religious, and for the conduct of such schools in accordance with 
strictly orthodox tenets. The main body of the Agudat Israel, 
however, uncompromisingly rejected the proposals. and presented 
others as a basis for discussion in their place. The alternative 
proposals, would, in effect, have created an artificial and external 
association of the Agudat Israel and the Vaad Leumi merely for po- 
litical purposes, that is in their relations with the Central Go- 
vernment and District Commissioners, while for all practical pur- 
poses there would come into existence, side by side with the communi- 
ty of the Vaad Leumi,a separate and independent Agudat Israel with 
all the powers of a community recognized under the Religious Com- 
munities{ Orgatisatianiiedisasee. For this reason, the alternative 
proposals did not form a basis of agreement and the discussions 
were abandoned. It is hoped that a rapprochment may yet be facili- 
tated by means of the gradual increase in the number of special as- 
semblies within local communities; these special assemblies consist 
of male members only, who are required to confirm in written decla- 
rations their positive attitude to the tents of the Jewish faith. 
These assemblies elect the rabbinical officers and rabbis of their 
communities and generally look after ritual matters. 


he It should ne noted that the existence of a congregational 
group outside the officially recognised Jewish community does not 
involve any limitation in the essentials of internal communal ma- 
nagement. A congregation whose members exercise their right to 

"opt out" of the Jewish community has the right under the Jewish 
Community Rules to make its ewn arrangements for its religious 
organisation, and there is no interference with the religious li- 
berty of its members. The congregation may make its own arrangements 
for its ritual requirements such as public weralsip, celebration of 
marriages, burials, slaughtering of animals and the baking of un- 
leavened bread. Its religious court does not enjoy exclusive juris- 
diction in matters of marriage, divorce,alimony and confirmation of 
wills, as these matters are reserved under the Palestine Orderin- 
Counei1,1922, to the rabbinical courts of the recognised Jewish com- 
munity; the decisions of its religious court re uire therefore to 

be confirmed by the civil courts or by a form o arbitral reference 
to the Jewish Comuunity courts. 


5 Notwithstanding the differences that exist between the 

Agudat Israel and the Vaad Leumi, they are usually in accord in 

other fields of communal activity where national or external interests 
are involved, and oe present a united front in Jewish national 
affairs. There was, for example, complete agreement between them 

in the representation of the Jewish case before the international 
commission which was appdinted in 1930 to determine the rights and 
claims connected with the Wailing Wall. And in regard to igration 
the Aguda have arrived at a modus vivendi with the Jewish Agency 
whereby they obtain for their members a certain proportion of all 


certificates allocated. ( y 


6. In recent years the representatives of the Agudat Israel 
have pressed for certain particular measures affecting the status 
of the comuunity, of which the following three are the most 


important :-- 


(a) The first concerns the provision made in section 17 of the 
Jewish Community Rules for “opting out" of the recognised 
Jewish community. The Agudat Israel have asked that members 
of the Jewish population may in fucure be required to "opt 
in" to the Vaad Leumi instead of at present being automatically 


36 
regarded as members unless they "opt out". They claim 
that it requires considerable mo courage to "opt out" 
and that there are practical difficulties in the procedure. 
Government has not been able to agree to the contention 
that it requires considerable moral courage to "opt out" 
and do not propose to adopt the alternative pregesed. 
since this would mean in effect that some 300, adult 
Jews would be required to make a declaration that they 
were members of the recognised Jewish community in order 
to save a minority from giving notice of “opting out". 
It is true that there have been certain difficulties in 
procedure which on occasion have led to doubts as to 
whether notice of "opting out" has been given in accordance 
with the Rules. An amendment to the Rules, providing that 
the notice should be in writing in a prescribed form and 
that the signature thereon should be attested by a notary 
public, has therefore been drafted and published for oppor- 
tunity of comment by the public". The Agudat Israel are not, 
however, satisfied with the new.procedure proposed, largely 
on account of the cost of obtaining a notari notice; the | 
amendment has not yet been enacted and is still under con- 
sideration by Government. 


(b) The Agudat Israel complain of the removal from their control 


(c) 
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of certain matters of personal status following the enactment 
in 1926 of the Religious Communities(Organisation)Ordinance. 
In particular they resent the fact that the right of sanction- 
ing divorce for their members was withdrawn from them and con- 
fined to the rabbinical courts. The Governmen ns the 
policy of refusing to recognize the Agudat Israél as a separate 
religious community; but consideration is now being given to 
the preparation of legislation to provide for the registration 
of marriages and divorces of, among others, Jews who are not 
members of the recognised Jewish community; such legislation 
should go some way to meet the objections raised by the Aguda 
in regard to divorce. 


The Agudat Israel have requested that their religious schools 
should be treated in the same way as the Vaad Leumi schools in 
respect of Government subsidy. In pursuance of a policy of 
encouraging secular efficiency in religious schools, financial 
grants have been made on an increasing scale to the Agudat 
Israel schools since 1941/42, subject to the satisfaction of 
certain conditions. 


DI 


AHDUT AVODA (Movement for Labour Unity). 


This party seceded from the Mapai in June, 1944. 
It differs from the Mapai mainly in two respects; it is 
more radically sociahist in internal affairs, and more 
maximalist in matters of Zionist policy. The bulk of its 
supporters are to be found in the collective settlements 
organized in the Kibbuts Meuhad group. Leading figures 
are Mr.I.Tabenkin and Mr.A.Zisling. At the last elections 
in the General Federation of Labour the Party polled 
18,840 votes or 17.7% of the total. It has adopted 


the Biltmore Programme, 
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ALI'YA HADASHA (New Immigration) 


This party, founded in 1942, consists mainly of immi- 
grants fiom Germany and other Central European countries. It 
represents the interests of these immigrants; is opposed to. 
maximalist slogans; advocates a business-like approach to the 
Palestine problem; and has rejected the Biltmore Programme, 
Its main tenet is the necdssity for a steady continuation of 
constructive Zionist work and close cooperation with Great 
Britain. Some of its leaders advocate the continuation of 
the present. mandatory system with improved facilities for 
immigration and close settlement on the land; others favour 
partition on the lines of the repart of the Royal Commission. 
The party is supported by a distinctive group of agricultural 
middle-class settlements evolved largely by settlers from 
Germany, many of whom used to belong to the professional 
classes in their country of origin; these settlements are 
based on individual property and complete cooperation in 
marketing, supply and communal affairs. The party polled 
21,383 votes tio. 7%) at the last elections to the Elected 
Assembly and thereby secured second place. It has a labour 
group which is affiliated to the General Federation of 
Labour. Leading figures are Dr. F.Rosenblueth and Dr.G. 
Landauer... Its party organs are Mitteilungsblatt(in German) 
and Amudim (in Hebrew), both weeklies. 


GF. 
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The settlement of Sephardic Jews in Palestine 
dates back several centuries. They originated from Asia, 


Northern Africa and Southern Europe. Their lan _was 
generally Spaniolit, a survival, with admixtures of the 
ancient stilian. s 


“The Ashkenazic Jews are mainly from Central 
Europe and Russia, and, in their countries of brigin, they 
spoke an old Low German dialect, also with admixtures, 
commonly known as Yiddish. 
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rire svat ASSET 
aa (The Elected Assembly). 


This is the body which guides generally the lay affairs of the 
community. The Jewish Community Rules state that the members 
shall be elected for a term of 3 years, although in practice the 
members have held office for longer periods and there have been 
only four elections since 1920. Every Jew of either sex whose 
name is included in the register of the community, who has at- 
tained the age of 25 years, has been resident in Palestine not 
less than one year, and can read, write and speak. w, is 
eligible for election as.a member thereof. Every Jew of either 
sex whose name is registered as a member of the recognised Jewish 
community and who has attained the age of twenty years is entitled 
to vote. Elections to the Assembly are general, direct, secret, 
equal and proportional. 


The first Elected Assembly met in October, 1920; of 28,765 
persons entitled to vote, 20,160 went to the polls. The second 
election took place in 1925; of 64,764 persons entitled to vote, 
56.7% i.e. 33,845 took part. At the time of the third election, 
in 1931, the number of persons entitled to vote had risen to 
89,656, of whom 50,436 went to the polls. The elections for the 
present (fourth) Elected Assembly were held during the first week 
of August, 1944, and the results were announced on the l4th of 
that month; the number of persons entitled to vote was estimated 
at between 300,000 and 350,000; a total of 202.448 persons went to 
the polls. The first Elected Assembly of 1920 consisted of 258 
elected members; this Assembly determined that in future the number 
of members should be 71 (the number of the "Sanhedrin",the Supreme 
Rabbinical Court at the time of the Second le). Accordingly, 
the second and third Elected Assemblies of 1925 and 1931, respecti- 
vely, consisted of 71 members, but in view of the increase in the 
numbers of electeps which had taken place in the thirteen years' 
interval between the third and fourth elections, the number of 
members was increased to 171 in the Assembly of 1944. 


The members of the Elected Assembly elect a General Council 
of forty members. This General Council appoints from its members an 
executive committee consisting at present of 11 full members and 3 
in an advisory capacity. The Council administers the lay affairs of 
the community in accordance with the resolutions of the Elected As- 
Sembly and acts through its executive committee as the representatise 
of the commnity in its relations with the central Government. . 


The names of the present members of the Executive Committee 
of the General Council, together with their party affiliations, are 
as follows :- 
FULL Members. Mr.I.Ben Zvi,M.B.E.,President,Palestine Labour Party. 


Mr.David Remez, Chairman, ditto. 
Mr.A.Katznelson, ditto 

Mr.Joseph Sprinzak, ditto 

Mr.M.Shatner, ditto 

Rabbi M. Ostrovsky Mizrahi(Orthodox Zionists’ 
Mr.E.Berligne, General Zionists 
Mr.S.Z.Shragai, Mizrahi Workers 

Mr. A.Zisling, Ataitta Ahdut Avoda. 
Mr.M.Oren, Hashomer Hatzair (Socialis: 
Dr.G.Landauer, Aliya Hadasha\New Immic- 


rants) 
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Advisory members. 


Dr.N.Nir, Poale Zion (Left-Wing Socialists). 
Rabbi Raphael As Sheikh, Yemenite” . 
Dr.M.Soloveitchik, Community Director of Education. 


The President and Chairman of the Executive Committee — 
are also President and Chairman of the Elected Assembly and the 
General Council. 


BILEMORE Resolution. ‘ 76 


A conference of American Zionists was held in May, 
1942, at the Biltmore Hotel, New York, and passed a number 
of resolutions defining the Zionist aims in Palestine. 
These resolutions, generally known as the Biltmore Programme, 
were eventually adopted without reservation by the majority 
of the Jewish political parties in Palestine. 


The resolutions were as follows :-- 
(a) The immediate establishment in Palestine of a Jewish 


. Commonwealth as an integral part of the new democratic 
world. 


(b) The rejection of the White Paper of May,1939. 
(c) Unrestricted Jewish #immigration and settlement. 
(a) Jewish Agency control of immigration and settlement. 


(e) The formation and recognition of a Jewish military 
force fighting under its own flag. 


"7a \ 


BRIT ZIONIM KLALIIM 


(Union of General Zionists), also known as General Zionists B, 
advocates private enterprise, in the upbuilding of the nation- 
al home. It is numerically weak | at the recent abortive 
elections to the Jerusalem Jewish Community the number of 
votes polled would have failed to secure it one seat),and 

has its main following in the well-to-do middle classes; 

it is closely associated with influential bodies such as 

the Farmers' Federation (citrus grove owers), the 
Manufacturers' Association, the Union of Landiords' Asso- 
ciations, etc. It is represented on the Executive of 

the Jewish Agency by Dr.E.Schmorak. Other members of 

this party are Mr. Israel Rokach, C.B.E., Mayor of Teldviv, 
and Mr.Vaniel Auster, 0.B.E., who formerly acted as... 

Mayor of Jerusalem. The party had adopted the Biltmore 
Programme. Its party organ is Habéker, a daily. 
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DEFENCE Ojiganisation 


See IRGUN HAGANA. 
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Federation of Jewish Labour in Palestine 


See Histadruth 
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awig ZIONIST "A" LABOUR ORGANISATION 


Centre Party. One of the important parties represented 
in the Histadruth and the only non-Socialist one. 
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HASHOMER HATSAIR (The Young Guard). 


This party stands to the left of both Mapai and 
Ahdut Avoda and stresses anti-capitalism and class-consciens- 
ness, It has some 6,000 members in collective settlements 
organised in the Kibbuts Arzi. It stands in opposition to 
practically all other Zionist parties in advocating a bi- 
national (Jewish-Arab) ee. State in Palestine, and 
is opposed to the Biltmore gramme while favouring un- 
restricted immigration into, and settlement of Jews in, 
Palestine. It polled about 16,000 votes or 15% in the last 
Histadruth elections. Leading figures are Mr.M.Ben Tov, 
Mr.M.Yaari and Mr.Y.Hazan. 


Settlements organised by this movement have a more 
definite political colour. eir members form the backbone 
of a strong minority party within the Histadruth. There is 
no definite limit set to the size of the settlement but few 
have more than 300 members. 


GF. 
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HISTADRUTH. 


This is the largest trade union organization in Palestine 
embracing a substantial re oy of the Jewish working class popula- 
tion. 143,000 adults and &,500 youths were enrolled as on the 
lst of January,1945. It is estimated that this figure ge 
75% of all Jewish wage and salary earners in Palestine ose 
total is now estimated as 152,000. 38,000 women, included in 
the above total of adults, are organised within the Federation 
in a "Working Mothers'Union ; these are wives of members not 
gainfully employed. The youths are organised in a body called 

Hanoar Haoved". 


Membership is open to all workers irrespective of political 
party. Communists were excluded from membership until a few 
months ago. The extreme right wing Revisionists in the National 
Labour Organisation, the orthodox religious but Zionist workers 
in the Mizrahi Workers Organisation and the non-Zionist orthodox 
traditionalists in the Agudat Israel Workers Organisation have 
formed their own independent labour ufions. There are also the 
General Zionist "B" Labour Organisation, the Union of Sephardic 
and Oriental Workers and the Union of Yemenite Workers, each with 
very limited membershrip. 


On the lst January,1945, 65,000 members lived in towns and 
48,000 in rural arene; 30ckoe members were organised in Tel Aviv, . 
29,100 in Haifa, and 8,000 in Jerusalem. These figures are 
emclusive of non-gainfully employed women. 


The more important country-wide trade unions of the 
Histadruth include: the Ageions Cores Workers Organisation; the 
Union of Railways, Posts,Telegraph and Telephone Workers; the 
Union of Clerks, and Office Employees; the Building Workers'Union; 
the Metal Workers'Union; the Textile Workers’ Union; the Union 
of Workers in Foodstuff Industries; the Leather Workers'Union; 
the Diamond Workers'Union; the Wood Workers'Union; and the 
Printing and Stationery Workers'Union. 


Direct production among Jewish workers in Palestine is most 
advanced. Very many branches of work are represented in co- 
operatives affiliated with the General Federation and represented 
on the Central Council of Cooperatives. Other enterprises take 
the form of limited companies under the aegis of the Hevrat 
Ovdim which is virtually the Histadruth in its capacity as an 
pwner of economic enterprise and which is directly controlled 
by the whole body of members. 


GF. 
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-° @RGUN HAGANA (Defence Organization). 


This society is colloquially and ungrammatically designated 

"The Hagana". It appears to have been an offshoot of a body 

known as Hashomer (the Watchuwan) which derived some impulse 

from the secret societies of Tsarist Russia. Hashomer was re- 
cognised by the Turks as a body for the protecting of Jewish 
property. Its legitimate descendant, the General Organisation 

of Jewish Watchmen in Palestine, is an officially recognised 

body. Its other descendant, the Hagana, is an illegal organisation. 


2e The Hagana appears to be under some form of control by the 
Jewish Agency and to be regarded as a "“demi-official" para-military 
organisation. The association certainly played a substantial part 

in beat off Arab attacks on Jewish oS during the rebellion 
of 1936 - 39 and, through the medium o Jewish Agency, selected 
units were provided and trained by British officers to assist in 
maintaining public security, the guarding of vulne ints and 
guérilla warfare; such ere (later Major-General )Wingate's 
special night squads. At no time, -however, has there been official 
recognition of this illegal organisation. . The argument for its exis- 
tence lies principally in the contention that the various changes 

in the security forces in the country since the occupation (they 

have been briefly outlined above) have left the Jewish community 

open to attack in successive periods of disturbances with, conse= 
quentially, a heavy loss of Jewish lives and much d to Jewish : 
property; and that it is accordingly incumbent on the Jewish community 
to make their own supplementary security arrangements. It should 

per be made clear, at this point, that constitutionally and - 
egally, full and exclusive powers for the maintenance of public 
security and the protection of all communities in Palestine are 


vested in the High Commissioner. 


3. Since the Hagama is a secret association a precise statement 
of its strength cannot be given. Its membership has been variously 
estimated at between some tens of thousands and 60,000, Again, 
figures of the quantity of arms possessed by the organisation cannot 
be given, although the quantity must be substantial, Types of arma- 
ment are known to be diverse and to range from pistols and rifles 

to heavy automatic weapons, mortars, bombs, mines,etc. The degree 
of training of its members must vary co erably since both duri 

the rebellion and the war a pro ion have doubtless had both mili- 
tary and police instruction. e Hagana opera es an illicit broad- 
casting transmitter. Kol Israel (Voice of Israel). This station first 
started broadcasting in March, 1940, continued for four months and 
was then inoperative until the 9th October,1945. Since that date 
transmissions in English, Arabic or Hebrew have been given almost 
daily for periods of ten to fifteen minutes. 


t: Qn the whole the flagana has maintained the policy of havlaga 
self-restraint) and during the period 1936-39 was y free from 
the imputation of acts of retaliation against the Arabs. Equally, 
until recently, it did not engage in terrorism or activities directed 

ainst the Government, although it was involved in the arms traffic. 

t seems clear, however, that the Hagana took part in a series of out- 
rages towards the end of 1945; an attack on the Athlit clearance camp 
and the subsequent ambushing of a police party; widespread sabotage 
on the railway system; and heavy attacks on two coastguard stations. 
The Hagana has also assisted in the smuggling of illegal immigrants 
into Palestine. 
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IRGUN ZVAI LEUMI BE "ExETZ ISRASL' 
(National Military Organization in Palestine) 


This association was formed in 1935 by dissident members 
of the Hagana. Its "Commander in Chief" was the late Vladimir 
Jabotinsky who directed its activities from abroad. Although 
he was also president of the Revisionist party and although the 
Irgun (as the association is usually called) was mainly recruited 
from bodies associated with that party, notably the Betar youth 
movement, the organisation is independent of the party. Its in- 
signia consists of an outline of Palestine and Trans-Jordan, super- 
imposed by a rifle grasped by a forearm and surmounted by the 
Hebrew words Rak Kach (Only Thus! ) 


r D uring the rebellion of 1936-39 it indulged in acts of re- 
taliation against Arabs, perpetrating with explosives some of the 
worst outrages of that period, including the oe land 
mines in Arab market places and cinemas. By means of its secret 
radio transmitter and clandestine press the Irgun kept the Jewish 
public informed of-its activity and responsibility for the 
numerous acts of retaliation and murder of Jewish "traitors". Its 
successes, coupled with a gradual deterioration of the situation, 
drew many sympathisers into its ranks and attracted a steady flow 
of young recruits from the Betar. 


3 The declared aims of the National MTL Sey Cena Sassen at 
that time were the liberation of Palestine and Trans-Jordan by 
armed struggle and the fight for a Jewish State regardless of 
Mandates and declarations. In August,1939, the following"commniqué 
was published by the Irgun for issue to the European Press:- 


"Reasons for the formation of the National Military Organisation:- 


(i) The conquest of a country and the independence of a suppres- 
é‘ sed nation have never been crowned with success except when 
supported by a military force. 


(ii) The troubles of 1920-21 and 19%9 definitely proved that the 
- Arabs intended to use armed violence to oppose the establish- 
ment of a Jewish State. And the passive attitude of tHe Jews 
in the face of this violence was an encouragement to the Arab 
terrorists. 


(iii)We cannot rely on the Mandatory Power to defeat Arab violence. 

The British Administration is purely anti-Zionist and anti- 
Jewish. Arab violence has been encouraged by this Administra- 
tion in order to justify the abolition of the Balfour Declara- 
tion and the Mandate. This a f reached its climax in the 
White Paper of MacDonald in May,1939. 


(iv)In the case of war, Palestine will be a strategic point of 
great importance to the western democraties. n wartime the 
historical, lawful and sentimental right of the Jews of Pales- 
tine would be less respected by Britain. It is only by keeping 
an armed force for the defence of Palestine that we can gain 
a position which would cause britain to accept the creation 
of a Jewish State. " 


The document continued with a description of the military activities 
of the Irgun in its fight against the Arabs, its achievements in 
introducing thousands of illegal iumigrants, the training of its 
members and its propaganda activities in theform of pamphlets and 

a secret broadcasting station. 
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4. Following the outbreak of the war the Irgun announced an 
"Armistice" until the cessation of hostilities. This decision caused 
a serious difference of opinion among its members and about fifty 
prominent figures, under the leadership of Abraham Stern, left the 
organisation in June, 1940 and formed a group of political assassins 
who today call themselves the Lochmei Herut Israel (Fighters for 

the freedom of Israel) -see below. 


5. As the war progressed the Irgun began to suffer from lack of 
funds, through being deprived of its resources in Europe, and so 
embarked on a campaign of systematic extortion from wealthy members 

of the Jewish community. In some cases the victims were abducted. 
This intimidation continued until August,1941, when, after numerous 
arrests had been effected and a sharp warning administered by Govern- 
ment to the party executive, the Revisionist party succeeded in pre- 
vailing upon the Irgun to abandon its campaign. From that time, until 
September,1942, the National Military Organisation appears to have 
passed through successive periods of disorganisation and on the whole 
refrained from acts tending to embarrass Government; it did not oppose 
enlistment in His Majesty's Forces. 


6. Early in 1943 when the initiative in the world war was passing 
into Allied hands the Irgun resumed its offensive against the White 
Pape#. Its organisation again began to supplement its funds by. rob- 
bery and extortion. Its clandestine press and newly established il- 
legal radio transmitter became more and more virulent and called for 
open revolt. 


7. The spring of 1944 saw a recrudescence of bombing outtrages 
by the Irgun. Large scale attacks with explosives on the buildings 

of the Department of Migration, Department of Income Tax and the 
C.i.D.offices in Jerusalem, Jaffa and Haifa, in which extensive damage 
was caused and casualties inflicted on public servants, marked the 
opening of the new offensive. Throughout the year similar attacks 
were made on Government buildings, transport and police stations with 
consequential loss of life and serious damage to property. During 
this period large scale thefts were engineered and exportion within 
the Jewish community became rife. The Irgun propaganda increased in 
quantity andviolence and proclaimed a war to the bitter end against 
the "White Paper Government". The Irgun has continued its terrorist 
activities up to the most recent outrages, taking part in the attack 
on police headquarters in Jerusalem on the 27th December,1945, when 

a wing of the building was seriously damaged and four police officers 
and four soldiers killed. 


8. As with the Hagana it is impossible to give accurate details 
of the strength and armammment of the Irgun, but in March,1945, it 
was claimed that the membership of the organisation consisted of two 
categories :- 


(a) a secret force of approximately 1,000 strong employed to carry 
out acts of sabotage, wrecking of Government property, robbery, 
etc., and 


(bo) a reserve of 4,000 strong who have received military training 
and specialised education in various parts of Palestine and 
who lead a normal existence but are subject to mobilization at 
short notice. In addition, it was estimated that between 500 
and 600 members were serving with the British armed forces who 
would undoubtedly be used when demobilized. 


9. Whilst the quantity of arms at the disposal of the Irgun is 
believed to be adequate for its purposes, numerous seizures indicate 
that the quality of these arms is inferior to those of the “Wagana. 
Documents seized have revealed that large caches exist in certain 
towns but their locations are a closely guarded secret even within 


A 
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the organisation. The mode of attack used by the Irgun has 
naturally demanded a constant supply of explosives, many thefts 
of wnich can be attributed to the organisation. 


LOCHMEI HERUT ISRAEL 


(Fighters for the Freedom of Israel - 
otherwise known as the Stern Group). 


This group of extremely dangerous fanatics originated within 
the Irgun in October ,1939, when a serious difference of opinion 
arose mainly out of the Irgun's decision to cease activity for the 
duration of World War II. The dissident faction, inspired by one 
Abraham Stern, was bitterly opposed to any form of cooperation with 
the Mandatory Power, arguing that Jewish national aims should be 
furthered at any cost even to the extent of collaborating with 
foreign powers and that the decision of the Irgun then headed by 
the late David Raziel (killed in Iraq in 1942 whilst on an Allied 
mission) was a departure from the basic principles of the organisation. 


Se Upon the release of Abraham Stern from internment in June,1940- 
he had been detained with four others for suspected complicity in 

the murder of two Pritish Pblice Inspectors in 1939 - the group de- 
cided to sever their connection with the Irgun and set about the over- 
throw of the existing leadership by entering the field themsel ves. 
Taking with them a quantity of arms and documents from the headquarters 
of the Irgun, Stern and some fifty of his adherents established what 
they claimed to be the true National wae ee Great ties calling 

it in almost identical terms the Irgun Zvai "Israel (National Mili- 
tary Organization in Israel). To achieve their object they concentrat- 
ed on the seizure of money and arms. Their first act was to raid an 
illegal arms cache in Hertzlia. Then came a bank robbery in Tel Aviv, 
involving nearly Lh 5,000, followed by a rapid succession of other 
robberies and attempts. 


3. The ruthless methods adopted by the Group to eliminate serious 
obstruction to their activities are characteristic of the sort of 
Nietzschean principles they lay down in dissertations prepared for 
recruits, which have been found to contain such phrases as "The Super- 
man must be callous in achieving liis ams". There is no doubt that 
"the end justifies the means" is their maxin. 


he A notable instance of the lengths to which the Group are prepared 
to go'in achieving their designs was the assassination of three senior 
police officers and injury to three others in January,1942. Having 
caused a minor explosion in a small roof apartment in Tel Aviv, the 
scene of which they knew would be visited by senior police officers, 
they kept observation from a nearby roof until the arrival of tle 
police party; they then touched off a large mine concealed in the room 
which the police were about to enter. The room was completely demo- 
lished with consequent loss of life iggine perpetrators had also buried 
under the garden path a similar ming ich , apparently, they planned 
to destroy any other police who might visit the scene. Fortunately, 
the person controlling this mine from another adjacent roof was ob- 
served by a resident, took fright and disappeared before other police 
arrived. The motive of this outrage appears to have been to intimidate 
the police of Tel Aviv as a whole into dropping a case of murder then 
pending against two members of the Group and to kill the Jewish Deputy 
Superintendent of Police who had been active in rounding up members 

of the Group in Tel Aviv. 


5. By the 10th Frebruary,1942, in the course of a drive by the Po- 
lice, two important members had been shot dead resisting arrest, three 
were imprisoned for criminal offences, seventy, including five women, 
were detained under the Emergency Regulations and seven were placed 
under house arrest. In addition, two hiding places were discovered, 
arms, ammunition and a duplicating machine were seized ami, on the 
12th February,1942, Abraham Stern himself was traced to a flat in 

Tel Aviv and shot dead by police while attempting to escape. 
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6. As a result of this vigorous police action the Group was 
reduced to numbers sufficient only to keep its ideology alive, and | 
from the spring of 1942 until November,1943, little or noth was 
heard of it. the night of the 3lst October-lst November ,1943, 
however, twenty important members detained at Latrun managed to es- 
cape. in December the same year two other leaders serving criminal 
sentences in Jerusalem also managed to break out. These: escapes 

were sufficient to infuse new life into the Group and by February 

the following year it recommenced terrorism with attacks on Govern- 
ment officers. The new wave of terror continued almost throughout 
1944 and included the attempt OM the life of the High Cmmmissioner 

in August of that year. It reached its climax with the murder of 
Lord Moyne in Cairo on November 6th. This act, which was met with | 
strong disapprobation by the Jewish community including both of the | 
larger ee organisations, initiated a further period of outward 
quiescence for the Group; no further outrages transpired until the 
night of the 3lst October-lst November,1945, when its members attacked 
the Consolidated Refineries installation at Haifa. | 


7. Early répsres stated that the Group numbered between 150 and 
OO, but recent information indicates that these are being reinforced 
by new immigrants. There is evidence that the Stern Group have a 

number of youthful followers who are employed on such as carry- 
ing messages, posting and distributing leaflets,etc. A booklet, 
Hamatas (The Deed), claiming to be the organ of this youth group 

of Stern adherents, has appeared from time to time. 
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8. No assessment of the quantity of arms held by the Group can 
be given but it is thought that it is not large. 
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MAPAI 


The most important political party within the Histadruth, 

and the strongest political ports in Palestine. In 1945 
Mapai split into two factions. It is represented on the 
Executive of the Jewish Agency by six out of the seventeen 
Zionist members; its representatives include the Chairman of 
the Executive (Mr.D.Ben Gurion), tne Treasurer (Mr.E.Kaplan), 
the head of the Political Department (Mr.M.Shertok) and the 
head of the Immigration Department (Mr.E.Dobkin). -Mr.I.Ben 
Zvi, M.B.E.,.President of the Vaad Leumi (the General Council 
of the Jewish Community), is also a-member. The party is the 
principal motive power behind the establishment of collective 
and small-holders' agricultural settlements based on self- 
labour and cooperation. Through the Hehaluts (Pioneer)movement, 
the party trains Jewish youths abroad for ieultural-work in 
Palestine. Ome of its main tenets is that all manual labour 
in the Jewish economic sphere in Palestine should be done by 
Jews only, lest the dwish revival should be regarded as exploit- 
ing the labour of others. The party's political compléxion 

is socialist and it is affiliated to-the Second International. 
The Mapai is the leading group in the General Federation of 
Labour (Histadruth), where it polled 57,135 votes or 53% of 
the total in the last elections. A labour system of education 
is maintained under the aegis of the General Council of the 
Jewish Community. The party has uncompromisingly adopted the 
Biltmore Programme. Its principal party organ is the daily 
newspaper, Davar. 
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he 


(Party of United Labour) 


Verges more and more on Communism. 
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MIZRAHI . 
(World Organization). 


In common with the Poel Mizrahi this party aims 
at instilling a Jewish religious and traditionalist 
spirit into all Jewish activities in accordance with 
the Torah. Its slogan is " the People of Israel, in 
the Land of Israel, according to the Religion of 
Israel". While maintaining its independence as an 
organisation, it forms part of the world Zionist move- 
ment and of the Zionist Congress. Its world centre 
is in Jerusalem and is elected at biennial conferences 
attended by delegates fram branches abroad. The 
Mizrahi has representatives on the Executive both of 
the Jewish Agency and of the General Council of the 
Jewish Community in Palestine. Rabbi Y.L.Fishman re- 
resents the Mizrahi on the Executive of.the Jewish 
ney. It maintains a separate system of the Jewish 
Community.(Vatad Leumi). The party has adopted the 
Biltmore Programme. At the last elections to the 
Elected Assembly the party polled 7,772 votes i.e. 
4%. Its party organ is Hazofeh, a daily. 


GF. 


MOVEMENT of LABOUR UNITY 


See Ahdut Avoda. 
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NATIONAL MILITARY 
ORGANISATION IN PALESTINE 


See IRGUN ZVAI LEUMI BE EREZ ISRAEL. 
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NEW IMMIGRATION 


See ALIYA HADASHA 
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Palestine Jewish Colonisation Association 
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See PICA. 
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AVIAN 


Palestine Jewish Labour Party 





SEE MAPAI. 
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TO) oP. TIGlA. (Palestine Jewish Colonization Association). 


a 


Jewish agricultural colonisation during the past sixty 
ars owes much to the peeubering of the late Baron Edmund de Roth- 
C whose activities date back to 1883. Since then some 450,000 
dunume of land have been acquired either by him or the Association 
and they have established some forty settlements with a population 
of over 50 - It is estimated t about 12 15 million were ex- 
pended m de Rothschild and the P.I.C.A. in agricultural colonisa- 
tion. e. basic idea of the Rothschild system was to create a class 
of farmers rooted and attached to the soil, The darmer was required 
to repay wy a small proportion of the initial investmens for land, 

» livestock and equipment. After repayment of the relatively 
small debt - the lomns were usually for 50 years at a low rate of in- 
terest of from 1 to 3% per annum - he may dispose of his land and 
preese ty. as an independent and self-reliant farmer. Advantage has 
of Government land settlement to transfer title to the farmers 
subject to a e ensuring repayment of oupereaine debts to the 
P.I.C.&. About thirds of the total area of 450,000 dunums acquired 
be P,I.C.A. has already been so transferred to independent settlers. 

individualism thus engendered has been tempered by the fostering 
of cooperative effort. Cooperatives for buying and selling of produce 
were founded, including the Pardess Cooperative Society for citrus in 
1900 and the Wine Growers Cooperative in 1906. In recent years 
there has beeti a tendency to establish a number of communal settlements 
on P.I.C.A. land and with P.I.C.A. funds. Some twelve settlements 
have been so established. 


2. _ The P.I.C.A. activities included such projects as the drain- 
age of marshes, begun in 1893 in the neighbourhood of Hadera. The 
most recent enterprise has been the drainage project in the Kabara- 
Athlit district to rid this area of malaria and render it fit for 
cultivation. Sand dune drift was also arrested and forests were pissed 
on 4, s; in addition over 14,000 dunums of native forest land 
were managed and protected. Roads, schools, health clinics and s og- 
ues were established and maintained. The wine indus was developed; 
the grapefruit, the American vine, the. Australian eucalptus, the Dutch 
cow and white leghorn poultry were introduced. By 1920 some thirty 
agricultural settlements had been established. 


3 In 1924, the Palestine Jewish Colonisation Association was 
recognised by Ordinance and, Sree we some of themore prominent 
industrial enterprises then established, continued’ the work of agricul- 
tural colonisation begun by Baron the Rothschild. Between 1925 -1929 
further paceese was made in the introduction of oved crop rotation, 
dal eyeng ‘agricultural machinery and, later (193 1934) the P.I.C.A. 
em dona ematic programme of deep-well drill for underground 
water. Since 1935 twelve new settlements have been est lished and ef- 
forts concentrated upon enlarging or consolidating the older ones 

with a view to converting the hitherto economically weaker settlements 
into self-reliant communities. 


he Most of the independent farmers believe in the private 
holding, with freedom to participate in the cooperative movement as 

best suits their business; they acquired their land mainly from the 
P.I,C.A. which has also, however, provided land for some of the coopera- 
tive and communal settlements. The cooperative and the communal settle- 
ments are in the main the creation of the Keren Hayesod(Foundation 

Fund) on land acquired by the Keren Kayemeth (Jewish National Fund) 

and are affiliated with the Histadruth (General Federation of Jewish 


Labour). 
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POALE ZION (Workers of Zion) 


This is a small party consisting mainly of urban 
workers on the extreme left of Zionist socialists. Its views 
have much in common with communism, but it accepts basic 
Zionist principles and was therefore rejected when applying 
for affiliation to the Third International. It favours 
Yiddish (the medigeval German-with Hebrew and Slav admixtures 
spoken by sections of the Jewish tion in Poland 
Russia) as the national language. It polled about 3 


votes at the last Histadruth elections. 
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The settlement of Sephardic Jews in Palestine dates 
back several centuries. They originated from Asia, Northern 
Africa and Southern Europe. Their language was generally 
ee ereae a survival, with admixtures of the ancient 

s an. 
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Solel Boneh. 





This limited company, which recently merged with the 
wast sine ose of “= = bk T seeketrths aa has in recent 
ars develope to ome o. e n str enterprises 

siiling solely aullee'ioS." "intalng tnme oppetaseis 
° e Pe Cc. se 
o. Sefel Boned 





employes 10,000 workers. About cen 
of its output went during the war to the Nar De t. It 
has carried out important civil engine & 


for the Government. The value of the works carried out by. 
Solel-Boneh itself in the nt oe from 1939 to && amounted to 
a total of about l2 12,000, The industries 

Sole1-Boneh inelude the Vulcan Foundries, the Phoenicia 

ass Works, a silicate brick factory, a small ship-yard ,etc. 

Tt h has shares in the cement factory Nesher, in the 
factory Shemen and owns the Carmelia Court hotel aR 
on Mount Carmel. 





UNION of GENERAL ZIONISTS 


See BRIT ZIONIM KLALIIM 
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UNITED LABOUR, Party of 


See MIBLEGET HASOALIM HAMENCHEDET, 
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V LEAGUE 
"vy" for VICTORY. 


The League collected funds for comforts for 
the troops and so on. In 1943 it presented ambulances 
to the Red Army in Teheran. 
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TOIIATSIC Ati 


The General Council of the Elected Assembly (Vaad Leumi). 





The members of the Elected Assembly elect a General 
Council of forty members. This General Council appoints 
from its members an executive committee consisting at present 
of eleven full members and three in an advisory capacity. 
The Council administers the lay affairs of ee carat? 
in accordance with the resolutions of the Elected Assembly 
and acts through its executive committee as the representative 
of the community in its relations with the central Government. 


The names of the present members of the Executive 
Committee of the General Council, together with their party 
affiliations, are as follows :-- 


Full members 

Mr.I.Ben Zvi, M.B.E. President, Palestine Labour Party. 

Mr.David Remez, Chairman _ ditto. 

Mr.A,Katznelson, ditto. 

Mr. Joseph Sprinzak, ditto. 

Mr.M. Shatner, ditto. 

Mr .E.Berligne General Zionists. 

Rabbi. M. Ostrovsky, Misrahi (Orthodox Zionists). 

Mr.S.Z.Shragai, Misrahi Workers. 

Mr. A. . , > Ahdut Avoda. 

Mr.M. Oren, Hashomer Hatsair(Sccialist). 

Dr.G.Landauer Aliya Hadasha(New Immigrants). 

Advisory Members, 

Dr.N.Nir, Poale Zion Cate-Hing Seaje- 

Rabbi Raphael As Sheikh, Yemenite ia? 

Dr .M.Soloveitchik, Community Director of 
Education. 


The President and Chairman of the Executive Committee 
are also President and Chairman of the Elected Assembly and the 
General Council. 


WORKERS of ZION 





See POALE ZION. 
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WORLD Organisation 


See MIZRAHI 
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YOUNG Guard 


See Hashomer Hatsair. 


